
NORTHALLERTON RAMBLERS GROUP
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Thursday 17 November 2016 at Thornton le Street Village Hall

Apologies for Absence:  Martin & Veronica Davies, Dave & Anthea Wilkinson.

Those attending:  Committee Members – Alan Harper (Chair), George Bateman 
(Walks Secretary and retiring Recruitment/Publicity Secretary), Robert Donaldson 
(Assistant Walks Secretary), Geoff Fieldhouse (Secretary), Dave Taylor 
(Treasurer), Ian Hobson (Webmaster), John Marshall (Footpaths Officer), Marjorie
Auty (Membership and Minutes Secretary)  and 37 members.

Minutes of the 2015 AGM
Approval of the Minutes of the 2015 AGM was proposed by John Marshall, 
seconded by Barry Lee and were duly passed as a true account. 

Matters Arising
None.

Committee Member Reports
All committee members have written reports covering the past year which have 
been distributed to all members. The meeting was invited to comment on these 
reports during the course of the meeting.

Chairman - Alan Harper
Welcomed everyone for attending.   
Alan paid tribute to the efforts of Martin Davies who is retiring as Walks Secretary.
He has been an inspiring and visionary member of the committee and will be sorely
missed. His role has been taken over by George Bateman.

Secretary - Geoff Fieldhouse
Geoff had nothing to add to his report. He announced that he would be hosting the 
BBQ next year but that it would be a Summer Event rather than a BBQ.

Treasurer - Dave Taylor
Dave distributed copies of the accounts for year ending 30th September. These 
showed that the Groups finances were healthy with a final balance of £380.17. 
There was some open discussion on how to spend the RWH monies. Anyone with 
ideas should put them forward to the committee. 
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Walks/Publicity & Recruitment Secretary - George Bateman
George in his Publicity role thanked Susanne for her help in the production of the 
new poster. He invited all members to suggest any further sites where this could be 
displayed.
He also announced that he wished to stand down from the Recruitment & Publicity 
role and invited a volunteer to replace him. Susanne Davison volunteered.

Webmaster - Ian Hobson
Nothing further to his report.

Membership Secretary - Marjorie Auty
Nothing further to her report.

Footpaths Officer - John Marshall
Based on his report, John gave a brief summary of his work over the past year.

Election of Group Officers and Area Delegates
Martin Davies has resigned in his role as Walks Secretary being replaced by 
George Bateman ably assisted by Robert Donaldson. George has also resigned his 
Recruitment and Publicity role which will be taken over by Susanne Davison who 
is welcomed to the committee. All other committee members are willing to stand 
for re-election and this was agreed by the meeting. 

Colin Davison, on behalf of the members, thanked the committee for their efforts 
throughout the year.

Issues for Consideration
1.  Walks Programme

a) George said that the Walk Programme was pretty much complete with two 
walks on most Thursdays. There was still a gap on 29/12/16.

b) He also reiterated that he appreciates that entering walks on Walkfinder can 
be daunting for some, so if this is the case then please ask any other member 
who is happy with the process to enter it in for them. Those who offer this 
service include George, Robert and Ian but there are many others who could 
help. Don't hesitate - just ask!

c) There was discussion on the number/length/difficulty of walks offered and 
requested feedback from the membership. George offered to rerun the survey
Martin carried out two years ago.

AGM Minutes – final - 17 Nov 2016 Page 2 of 3



2. Trips/Governance – 2017 Programme
a) On the issue of Governance with regard to Trips, George emphasised that 

these must be organised via the committee and with its support.

b) Martin has organised a trip to Sicily next year but we need suggestions for a 
3 – 4 trip in 2017. Barbara suggested a 3 – 4 day Staffordshire Moorland for 
October/November.  Also, she suggested a 3 – 4 day Glasgow city trip in 
September 2017 both of which were greeted with general approval.

3. First Aid Training
a) Geoff raised the issue of First aid Training and wondered if there was any 

interest in the Group. Alan pointed out that the cost would be much higher 
than it had been previously as charity organisations such as Red Cross and St
Johns were very money conscious these days. The cost per person would 
likely be in the region of £25 per person but this would be borne by 
Ramblers. Geoff will get more details and email the Group for interest.

 
AOB

1. Barbara suggested a social event in the form of a ceilidh/barn dance on 
Friday 10th February or Saturday 11th February 2017. She will email the 
Group for interest.

2. There was discussion on the issue of footpath work-party volunteers. George
and Alan said that there had been discussion with NYCC in the past but they 
had not been very encouraging. Also, they are so short of man power 
themselves that they could not offer supervision.

Next Year’s AGM
Next year’s AGM is scheduled for  16th November 2017 at Thornton-le-Street 
Village Hall, 2 pm start.

The meeting was declared closed at 15.29
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