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Chair’s Thoughts 
Despite the best endeavours of the weather to dampen enthusiasm, the group goes from 
strength to strength at present. 
Many new faces can be seen on walks. We hope they become regular walkers and 
Ramblers members. They are part of our future. 
Whilst numbers on walks has become the front-page story, managing our success and 
numbers on walks is under active consideration by Martin. 
Our programme until the end of June is the result of our “best of the best” competition 
held before Xmas. The programme has been constructed by Barbara Dixon who I 
congratulate for volunteering to take on Martin’s duties whilst so many are in China.  
On the website you will find a series of Tuesday walks organised by Mark Naylor from 
Wass. As you know, Mark has recovered from a serious illness and these walks bear 
testament to his powers of recovery. 
As nearly all regular walkers were at the AGM they will want to know that £80.71 was 
donated by you for The Friarage MRI Scanner Appeal. 
Thank you all.                                                                                     Alan Harper  

 
Spring Programme 
In March we would normally put together our Summer Walks Programme. With so many 
Walk Leaders away we have put together a Spring Walks Programme for the period from 
March to June 2014. This includes an updated programme for March together with the 
“winners” of “Best of Walks” competition which make up the remainder of the 
programme. After the wanderers return from the Orient, Martin will lead the production 
of a Summer Programme. Given the increase in walkers we will again, leaders 
permitting, provide more than one walk each week and a variety of walks in terms of 
length, location and terrain. With more walks it does mean inevitably there will be more 
“last minute” changes to our programme. Many of these changes come too late for 
inclusion in local newspapers such as the D & S Times. It is therefore essential that 
walkers regularly check our new web site (just Google Northallerton Ramblers) for 
updates. Details of forthcoming walks and any changes are displayed prominently 
on the front page. We recognise that not everyone has access to the Internet so we are to 
introduce a “buddy system” for those not on the Internet. The final safeguard is to 
telephone the leader the day before the walk. This, of course, also assists with car 
sharing. 
 
Dates for your Diary                                                                                                       
The Barbeque will be held at Anthea and David Wilkinson’s home in Northallerton on 
Thursday 12th June. 

The next Area AGM will be on 22 March 2014 at the United Reform Church Barnard 
Castle at 2.00pm. 
 
Member Discounts                                                                                                             
In addition to the discount available from Cotswold shops locally there are discounts, 10 
or 15% from Mountain and Country Concepts in Northallerton. 



Footpaths Officer Report 
Economic activity in Hambleton continues to keep our Footpaths Officer busy. 33 items 
have been minuted in the past six months. The main issues are: 

 A1 Upgrade. Some suggestions have been accepted but the motorway is now an 
unattractive obstruction to East/West walking. 

 Network Rail. Work has commenced the task to reduce the number of pedestrian 
rail crossings. 

 Crathorne Estate has undertaken a comprehensive rationalisation/diversion of the 
footpaths on the estate. Northallerton Footpaths Officer has been actively engaged 
in this extensive programme  which has now been agreed. 

 North Yorkshire CC. The continuing reduction in staffing levels below mandatory 
standards for PROW will inevitably lead to further deterioration in the standard 
and quality of field paths throughout Hambleton DC. Members should remain 
vigilant, referring issues of concern to me on 01642 701960.On the other hand 
NYCC have repaired recently 15 stiles between the A167 (Strikes) and Brompton 
following a complaint by the Group.                                            John Marshall 

Web Site 
There are many references to our new web site in this newsletter. We owe a huge debt of 
thanks to Ian for both developing the site and updating its content. It is still “work in 
progress” and so please let Ian know if you have any ideas for its improvement.   

Nationally, Ramblers have updated their web site also. It is your main means of keeping 
abreast of national developments such as its campaigns against cuts in local authority 
funding  (see their “Paths in Crisis”  report) or their efforts to press for  the completion 
of a national Coastal Path. Their site also contains the Walk Finder – a facility which 
enables you to search all Ramblers Group walks on a particular day and/or in a particular 
area – very useful if you are on holiday. A recent initiative is Ramblers Routes where 
you can download walks all over the country prepared & vetted by Ramblers.                                                  
 
Help with Planning Walks                                                                                                 
To help plan walks Martin has now has a library of OS Explorer maps for you to 
borrow for up to 3 weeks. The maps cover Hambleton, all of the Yorkshire Dales and NY 
Moors, Nidderdale, Teesdale, Weardale and further afield the North Pennines, Eden 
Valley & Howgills. 
One of excellent features on the new web site is a tool, in the “Walking” part of the site to 
prepare walks on a digital OS Map. Click the “Walks & Route Planner” tab. The 
facility can also be used as an on screen 1:25000 OS map for anywhere in the country 
with, unlike a paper map the facility to change the magnification. Finally it provides a 
grid reference for any selected point – so “no excuse” for not providing Martin with a 
grid reference for the start point of your walk.  

On the same “Walking” section there is now also a “Walks Submission” form for 
providing Martin with details of your planned walks.  
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